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UC DAVIS

UC BERKELEY

UC SANTA CRUZ

UC SANTA BARBARA

UCLA

UC SAN DIEGO

UC IRVINE

UC RIVERSIDE

UC MERCED

ONE UNIVERSITY,

9UNDERGRADUATE
CAMPUSES

UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

ABOUT UC MERCED
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Plan a Road Trip …
• Yosemite National Park
• San Francisco
• Santa Cruz
• Monterey Bay Aquarium 

and Cannery Row
• Dodge Ridge and 

China Peak ski resorts
• State Capitol tours and 

Old Sacramento
• Gold Country

THE IDEAL LOCATION 
FOR EXPLORATION

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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• Accepting and Friendly Campus

• Cutting-Edge Technology

• Over 200 Clubs and Organizations

• Daily Campus Events

• Close to Yosemite

• Undergraduate Research

WHY STUDENTS 
CHOOSE UC MERCED

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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OUR DIVERSE CAMPUS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
UG Campus Ethnic Distribution
Hispanic 55% 
American Indian/Alaskan native >1% 
Asian 19% 
Black 5% 
Pacific Islander 1% 
White 10% 
Two or more races 3% 
Declined to State/Unknown 1% 
Nonresidents 7%
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99% of UC Merced students
are from California

FIRST-GENERATION STATUS

29.3%
Northern
California

30.8%
Central

California

39.5%
Southern
California

0.5%
Nonresidential/

International

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

7,881 663 8,544
Undergraduate

Students
Graduate
Students

Total
Enrollment

73% 74% 62%
All

Undergraduates
First
Year

New
Transfer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All stats throughout this powerpoint are correct as of July 1, 2019. This matches what is in the publications.
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UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

99% of UC Merced
students are
from California

29.3%
Northern
California

30.8%
Central

California

39.5%
Southern
California

0.5%
Nonresidential/

International

7,881 663 8,544
Undergraduate

Students
Graduate
Students

Total
Enrollment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All stats throughout this powerpoint are correct as of July 1, 2019. This matches what is in the publications.
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WHAT’S LIFE LIKE 
ON CAMPUS?

@lifeatucmerced

LIFE ON CAMPUS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Follow us at @lifeatucmerced on Instagram
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MORE THAN 200 CLUBS 
AND ORGANIZATIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most student clubs and organizations were started by students themselves when they wanted to connect with people with the similar interests.

Reflects the pioneering spirit of UC Merced – you are helping shape the campus as it grows.
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CATLIFE.UCMERCED.EDU

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Office of Student Life programs and services:

More than 200 Clubs and organizations
Social justice initiatives
Student government
Activities and events
Women’s programs
Fraternity and Sorority Life
LGBTQ+ initiatives
Student conduct
Business Center
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Annual CAB Dance Off:

Three dance teams perform for one trophy
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fraternity & Sorority Life recognizes 20 professional and social fraternity and sorority organizations
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UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Campus Activities Board hosts very popular campus events:
Cowchella
Soul’d Out Poetry Jam
Treats N Beats
CABsterical
Annual Dance Off
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cultural clubs and organizations form communities for students of various cultures. Some clubs hold performances and spread awareness of their cultures to other students.

Above: Ohana annual luau

Examples:

A.F.R.O. - Afrikans for Retention Outreach

Black Student Union

Hmong Student Association
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NAIA

CLUB SPORTS

INTRAMURAL SPORTS

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Men’s and Women’s

ATHLETICS PROGRAMS

Basketball
Cross Country

Soccer
Volleyball

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outdoor Adventures includes Outdoor Experience Program and other programs that host trips to locations like Yosemite, Santa Cruz, Monterey, whitewater rafting, etc.
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Engineering

Bioengineering, B.S.

Computer Science & Engineering, B.S.

Environmental Engineering, B.S.

Materials Science & Engineering, B.S.

Mechanical Engineering, B.S.

Undeclared School of Engineering

Natural Sciences

Applied Mathematical Sciences, B.S.

Biological Sciences, B.S.

Chemical Sciences, B.S.

Environmental Systems Science, B.S.

Physics, B.S.

Undeclared School of Natural Sciences

Undergraduate 
Education
Undeclared

Social Sciences, 
Humanities and Arts

Anthropology, B.A.

Cognitive Science, B.A, B.S

Critical Race and Ethnic Studies, B.A.

Economics, B.A., B.S.

English, B.A.

Global Arts Studies Program, B.A.

History, B.A.

Management and Business 
Economics, B.S.

Philosophy, B.A.

Political Science, B.A.

Psychology, B.A.

Public Health, B.A.

Sociology, B.A.

Spanish, B.A.

Undeclared SSHA

UNDERGRADUATE MAJORS
UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
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ENJOY SMALL 
CLASSES

IN THE CLASSROOM 

TEACHERS AND MENTORS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

21:1 Student-Faculty Ratio

Of undergraduate classes
have fewer than 30 students60%

57% Of students say they've had a 
class in which a professor 
knew their name

Faculty 
members

Female 
faculty407 44%

Faculty from minority groups33%

Faculty with Ph.D. or equivalent86%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All stats throughout this powerpoint are correct as of July 1, 2019. This matches what is in the publications.
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• Yosemite Leadership 
Program

• Sierra Nevada 
Research Institute 
Field Station

YOSEMITE IN OUR 
BACK YARD

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
YLP: Regardless of your major or previous outdoor experience, you can gain the skills to lead, advocate for the environment, make informed ethical decisions and create social change during the two-year program.
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• UC Education
Abroad

• UCDC

• World Heritage
Research
Experience
Scholars

• Mobile App
Challenge

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

LEARNING OUTSIDE 
THE CLASSROOM

Presenter
Presentation Notes
UCDC: You can combine an internship in your area of academic interest with field research and coursework taught by University of California professors for a semester in Washington, D.C. Network with lawmakers, work in legislative offices, attend debates and hearings, and respond to constituent inquiries and more, while living in the UC Washington Center. 

Study Abroad: There are opportunities in nearly 35 countries through scores of international partner institutions for you to take part in summer, semester-long and yearlong internship, field study and research programs.

World Heritage Research Experience Scholars Program: Create digital maps and GIS databases of culturally relevant places; build 3D visualizations and reconstructions of ancient cities and monuments; and design virtual exhibits and museums to support heritage tourism in this program that focuses on preserving natural and cultural heritage.

Innovate to Grow: This annual celebration of student ingenuity and entrepreneurship encompasses these three signature threads:

»Innovation Design Clinic (IDC): The capstone project experience for cross-functional teams of graduating seniors who collaborate with partner organizations and industries to define engineering problems, discover solutions and demonstrate their results.

»Engineering Service Learning (ESL): UC Merced’s cornerstone engineering experience designed to expose first year students to the power of engineering. 

»Mobile App Challenge (MAC): Encourages students to design, prototype and pitch their ideas for innovative mobile applications that address today’s most pressing societal needs.
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TORI MOLLARD
Hometown: Santa Rosa, Calif.

Major: Biological Sciences with an emphasis
in Human Biology

“Wherever I am – whether it’s the classroom, field, lab, abroad or 
anywhere else – UC Merced pushes me to try new things while pursuing 
what I love. The skills I learn from each activity, such as teamwork and 
communication from my sport or public speaking and professionalism as a 
tour guide, I will be able to take with me and apply to my future career.”

• Academic chair, Phi Delta Epsilon International Medical 
Fraternity

• Treasurer, Global Medical Training

• UC Merced Women’s Soccer Team

• Outreach director, Who We Play For

• Campus tour guide

• Inpatient volunteer, Mercy Medical Center Merced

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wants to have a career in marketing after graduation

In multiple clubs on campus and hold officer positions in a few:
Circle K International
LAMBDA Alliance - LGBTQ+ & Ally organization celebrating diversity, engaging in advocacy, and building community 
Rotaract - Rotary-sponsored community service club that focuses on giving back to the Merced community
VOICES - A student peer group that exists to reduce the number of UC Merced students impacted by sexual assault, dating and domestic violence and stalking

Photographer, writer and social media lead for campus newspaper, The Prodigy
Media Cats social media marketing intern

“UC Merced has given me more than I could’ve asked for. Every time I think things couldn’t get better, another opportunity comes my way. I love UC Merced and everything it has to offer. I know for a fact that I wouldn’t have gotten these opportunities or guidance anywhere else.”
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KARA E. McCLOSKEY

FOUNDING AND 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Ph.D., Ohio State University
and Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Postdoctoral Fellow: Georgia Institute of Technology

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Founding associate professor in the School of Engineering

Founder and first chair of the Biological Engineering and Small-scale Technologies (BEST) graduate program

Researches cardiovascular tissue engineering with a specific focus on deriving functional cell products from stem cells

Co-authored more than 30 journal publications on magnetic cell separation, stem cell differentiation and characterization
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JEFFREY YOSHIMI

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Ph.D., UC Irvine
President’s Postdoctoral Fellow,
UC San Diego

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Founding faculty member in Cognitive and Information Sciences

Creator of Simbrain, an open source software that allows people to simulate and study neural networks

Research is highly interdisciplinary; studies the relationship between the structure of conscious experience and the structure of the brain activity that supports consciousness


Name/title:
 
Jeff Yoshimi, Associate Professor of Cognitive and Information Sciences


Education (highest level)
 
Ph.D. in Philosophy


What is your role at UC Merced and how long have you been here?
 
I have been here since 2004, before the campus opened to undergraduates.
 


What is your research focused on? Please briefly summarize your area of research.
 
My research is highly interdisciplinary.   That’s part of why I came to UC Merced!   I study the relationship between the structure of conscious experience and the structure of the brain activity the supports consciousness. So right now, as you read this, you are aware of the words you are reading and the ideas they express. Maybe you are also aware of noises around you or you are happy about something or upset.   All of this stuff is happening in your stream of consciousness.    But it is causally based on a stream of neural activity in your brain, with a parallel structure .  I take these two theories—a theory about the structure of consciousness, and a theory about brain activity—and merge them.   UC Merced has been an ideal place to pursue this project.   


What has been your greatest achievement since being at UC Merced?
 
It’s hard to specify one thing.  Being part of the opening of the campus was a big deal.   Seeing the growth and success of the program I am part of, Cognitive and Information Sciences, has been extremely gratifying.  Just yesterday I was looking out on a group of about 45 outstanding cog-sci faculty and graduate students and thinking, "I remember when it was just me and Teenie Matlock."    And of course developing the philosophy minor and working on the philosophy major (we just submitted the proposal) have been incredibly gratifying as well.  We are doing some really unique and exciting things with philosophy, and we have hired great people to pursue our vision of a group that combines the best of the classical philosophy curriculum with the kind of interdisciplinary research characteristic of UC Merced.
 
It’s quite an experience doing these types of things. The example I tell people about is figuring out what the numbering system will be for courses.   You go someplace and take philosophy 101, or philosophy 125, and you see that there is some system to it, like the courses in the 120’s are ethics courses or something like that.    Well, at UC Merced I have been part of the groups that made those decisions.  Actually for the philosophy course numbering template I remember sitting with Rolf Johannson at the Starbucks on Olive Ave. to figure out the first draft.  There’s something exciting about doing those types of things.
 


Do you have any involvement in programs/partnerships etc. outside of your research and teaching? If so, can you name and describe the program and your role?
 
I suppose the main thing at the moment is Simbrain, which is part of my research and teaching, but which also has a life outside of UC Merced. It is an open source program for studying neural networks (simulated brain circuits), which I first developed when I was a graduate student at UC Irvine.     I have been working on it continuously since then, and as more students have come to UC Merced and worked with me on it, it’s gotten better.  
 
My goal with Simbrain is to make the abstract ideas surrounding neural networks and machine learning as simple and accessible as possible. It is free and easy to use.    Anyone can download it and use it to try to understand how the brain works or how certain aspects of AI and machine learning work.  About a year ago I started putting up youtube videos  about it, like this one
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYzUmcPaurI
 
Since then there has been a lot of interest from outside of UC Merced.  I seem to get a few emails a week from people using it or interested in working on it. Just a few days ago I got an email from a really smart 16 year old from the Netherlands who is working on a web interface based on simbrain.   


What is it that drew you to UC Merced and the Cognitive Science/CIS program?
 
When I came to UC Merced in 2004 there really wasn’t much structure beyond the school level.   The department meetings involved all of SSHA!   The meetings had people like Ruth Mostern, Sean Malloy, Jan Goggans, Cristián Ricci, Teenie Matlock, and Will Shadish (who recently passed away).   I was drawn to the excitement of helping to build up the university.    (Also, in philosophy just getting _any job_ is a big deal.    So getting a job where I could help build a program was a huge deal!).    Teenie was here when I arrived, and we had a very similar vision for an interdisciplinary cognitive science group, and so that was also a draw.


What is your favorite thing about UC Merced?
 
The people.I work with an amazing set of colleagues, graduate students, and undergraduates.    The staff are incredible.   And the  broader Merced community has also been welcoming.  It’s nice to live in place where you go around town and recognize people, and they are generally friendly and engaging but also, in some ways, quite  different from each other.   I think it’s diversity in the best sense.    There is a sense of community here, both on campus and off, which I love.
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MAYYA TOKMAN

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Ph.D., California Institute of Technology

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Founding faculty member in Applied Mathematics

Research focuses on development of numerical methods and mathematical models to describe complex systems in a variety of scientific and engineering fields

Inaugural faculty director of UC Merced’s CalTeach program
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Professional Student 
Organizations

Official professional Greek 
organizations in business, 
service, pre-health, pre-law,
pre-med and engineering

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Popular professional student organizations:

Association for Computing Machinery Student Chapter
Law Clinic
American Medical Student Association
American Society of Mechanical Engineers
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18 research facilities, institutes and centers

RESEARCH AT 
OUR CORE

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MACES: is our NASA affiliated research center. It mission is to utilize UC Merced strong nanomaterial-based research programs to help develop a highly qualified workers in STEAM fields. The center also creates new technologies and solutions for NASA missions.
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UC Merced has been ranked among
107 top universities in the country

as a “higher research” institution
by the Carnegie Foundation

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Taking advantage of research opportunities

The Undergraduate Research Opportunities Center (UROC) encourages and facilitates faculty-mentored undergraduate research projects and creative activities. The UROC website hosts a database of research opportunities, and workshops and events are ongoing. (uroc.ucmerced.edu)
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“I love UC Merced because of the ample opportunities 
the university provides for its students. The proximity to 
Yosemite provides several unique programs that change 
people’s lives. The staff and administrators are able to 
connect with students on a personal level and really 
make Merced feel like home.”

JESSICA RIVAS, ’15
Hometown: North Hollywood, Calif.

Degree: B.A., Cognitive Science

Current line of work: Park ranger, Yosemite National Park

While at UC Merced: Involved in Yosemite Leadership 
Program, student ranger at Wilderness Education Center

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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“Attending UC Merced was one of the best decisions of my 
academic career. The professors encouraged me to think critically 
and challenged me to develop innovative theories about the society 
we live in today. UC Merced afforded me the opportunity to tailor my 
education in a way that worked best for my interests, while still giving 
me a solid foundation to apply my knowledge in various ways.”

ROBERT YOUNG IV, ’13
Hometown: Los Angeles

Degree: B.A., Sociology with a minor in Cognitive Science

Current line of work: Attorney, Bassi Edlin Huie & Blum

While at UC Merced: Member of the Black Student Union 
and Men of Ambition; selected for the UCLA Law Fellows-
Central District, which primarily is geared toward 
demystifying the practice of law

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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LEADERSHIP, SERVICE 
AND CAREER

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CCPA has now become Leadership, Service and Career – which now includes the Community Engagement Center and the Margo Souza Leadership Center 

LEADERSHIP

Margo Souza Leadership Center 
Develop leadership talents by engaging with and practicing with fellow students

Yosemite Leadership Program
Put your skills to the test in the Yosemite Leadership Program (just one of many opportunities!)

Provides an intensive “leadership lifestyle” experience to students where participants develop a sense of personal leadership talents, practice those talents and develop skills in a variety of team-building and outdoor experiences.

SERVICE

Community Engagement Center
Support student success through community partnerships
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Student Support Services

Campus Resources

Student
Health

Services

EMPOWERING STUDENTS
UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Student
Accessibility

Services
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WHERE OUR 
GRADUATES WORK
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• Individualized coaching

• Job search assistance

• Interview prep

• Resume help

• Networking opportunities

• Digital brand development

• Trips to business in Silicon Valley, 
LA and San Francisco

Center for Career
and Professional 
Advancement

CAREER PREPARATION
UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

AVERAGE TIME TO DEGREE
(2017-18 graduates)

82%

4.5 Years

2.7 Years
First-Time Freshmen

Transfer Students

RETENTION RATE
(Fall 2017 students who returned for Fall 2018)

First-Time Freshmen

93%
Transfer Students

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CCPA has now become Leadership, Service and Career – which now includes the Community Engagement Center and the Margo Souza Leadership Center 

ASSESSMENT AND STRATEGY

At UC Merced, each student has the opportunity to conduct an assessment, design a strategy and begin to implement a professional development plan. Our program for student success consists of a group of skills:

» PERSONAL INVENTORY: Take a career assessment and pinpoint your passion.

» CAREER DIRECTION: Explore majors and related career paths. Develop a job-search strategy.

» PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Continually learn and build skills and relationships to lead a meaningful, satisfying life in a constantly changing world.

CAREER PREPARATION
» Career specialists assigned by academic program 
» Individualized coaching and mock interviews
» Career assessment tests 
» Access to on- and off-campus job postings

WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS
» Cover letter and resume assistance
» Company and graduate school information sessions
» Treks to businesses in Silicon Valley, Los Angeles and San Francisco
» Career, internship and graduate school fairs
» Networking socials with professionals
» Professionally hosted etiquette dinners
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ag Technology: preparing students for the new agriculture industry 

CITRIS focus is on applying new an innovative technologies to address social and environment issues facing California.  Research between UCM, Berkeley, Davis, Santa Cruz.

Foster Family Center for Engineering Service learning at UC Merced: students work with nonprofit community partner organizations on specific business challenges. 

Innovate to Grow: Innovate Design Clinic (IDC) graduating engineering's work on capstone projects identified by community partners. Eng. Service Learning Project, Mobile App Challenge- software solutions

Venture Lab: helping start-ups develop an idea into a commercially viable business 

The Microfinance Project @ UC Merced  (UCMMP) aims to help local small businesses grow by providing an alternative source of financing, specifically microloans.
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MERCED 2020 PROJECT
Campus size will nearly double,

with 10,000 students by Fall 2020

2 new
residence halls
with 700 beds

Now
Open:

600-seat 
multipurpose 
dining facility

NCAA-level 
competition 
soccer field

REMARKABLE 
GROWTH

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
4-year project will add teaching, research, housing and student-support facilities

By fall 2020:
New academic and research buildings
Wet, dry and computational labs
1,700 student beds with ground-floor classrooms
New student life facilities
Competition swimming pool and athletics field 
Wellness center
Research greenhouse
Transit hub
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UC Merced was on
the top 50 Sierra Club’s
“Cool Schools” in 2017

for its commitment to sustainability

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
UC Merced checks in at No. 50 in the Sierra Club’s 2017 “Cool Schools” list, rising more than 30 spots from its previous position in the ranking of sustainable colleges and universities.

It’s the fifth Cool Schools appearance in the past six years for UC Merced, which is the only university in the nation to have all of its buildings certified by the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program.

The Sierra Club ranked 227 colleges and universities — up from 202 last year, when UC Merced ranked No. 84 — based on raw data from the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) STARS self-reporting tool.

UC Merced is on track to meet its ambitious Triple Zero Commitment — to consume zero net energy and produce zero waste and zero net greenhouse gas emissions by 2020.
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GPA: 3.45 - 3.96

Admit Rate: 72%

Test Scores:
SAT Total: 1020 - 1270
ACT Total: 17 - 25

FALL 2019 FIRST YEAR 
ADMISSION STATS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

ADMISSIONS & FINANCIAL AID
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1. Minimum of 15 yearlong high school courses (“a-g”)

2. UC-calculated GPA of 3.0 or above (nonresident: 3.4)

3. ACT with Writing or SAT with Essay

a. History/social science 2 years required

b. English 4 years required

c. Mathematics 3 years required/ 
4 years recommended

d. Laboratory science 2 years required/ 
3 years recommended

e. Language other than English 2 years required/ 
3 years recommended

f. Visual and performing arts 1 year required

g. College-preparatory elective 1 year required

Start your application now at 
admissions.ucmerced.edu/apply

FIRST YEAR ADMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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• Test scores
• Courses completed/planned
• Honors courses
• Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC)
• Rigor of senior year
• Progress and advancement in 

academic subject areas

• Achievements in special projects
• Positive grade trends
• Special talents, achievements 

and awards
• Participation in educational 

preparation programs
• Aptitude to excel in academics 

framed by life experiences

SELECTION FACTORS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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TELL US IN YOUR
OWN WORDS

• You will have 8 questions to choose from.

• You only need to respond to 4 of the 
8 questions.

• Each response is limited to 350 words.

• Which questions you choose to answer is 
entirely up to you, but you should select 
questions that are most relevant to your 
experience and that best reflect your 
individual circumstances.

PERSONAL INSIGHT 
QUESTIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in 
which you have positively influenced others, helped 
resolve disputes, or contributed to group efforts over 
time.  

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be 
expressed in many ways: problem solving, original and 
innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a few. 
Describe how you express your creative side. 

PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? 
How have you developed and demonstrated that 
talent over time?

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a 
significant educational opportunity or worked to 
overcome an educational barrier you have faced. 

PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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5. Describe the most significant challenge you have 
faced and the steps you have taken to overcome this 
challenge. How has this challenge affected your 
academic achievement? 

6. Think about an academic subject that inspires you. 
Describe how you have furthered this interest inside 
and/or outside of the classroom.

PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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7. What have you done to make your school or your 
community a better place? 

8. Beyond what has already been shared in your 
application, what do you believe makes you stand out 
as a strong candidate for admissions to the University 
of California? 

Find tips and worksheets at
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply

PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions



N
EX

T 
ST

EP
S

U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

 H
O

U
SI

N
G

AD
M

IS
SI

O
N

S 
& 

FI
N

AN
C

IA
L 

AI
D

1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have 
positively influenced others, helped resolve disputes, or contributed to 
group efforts over time.

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many 
ways: problem solving, original and innovative thinking, and artistically, 
to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side.

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you 
developed and demonstrated that talent over time?

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational 
opportunity or worked to overcome an educational barrier you have 
faced.

PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps 
you have taken to overcome this challenge. How has this challenge 
affected your academic achievement?

6. Think about an academic subject that inspires you. Describe how you 
have furthered this interest inside and/or outside of the classroom.

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better 
place? 

8. Beyond what has already been shared in your application, what do you 
believe makes you stand out as a strong candidate for admissions to 
the University of California? 

PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Find tips and worksheets at
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply
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1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively influenced others, helped resolve 
disputes, or contributed to group efforts over time. 

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, original and innovative thinking, 
and artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side.

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and demonstrated that talent over time?
4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to overcome an educational 

barrier you have faced.
5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to overcome this challenge.

How has this challenge affected your academic achievement?
6. Think about an academic subject that inspires you. Describe how you have furthered this interest inside and/or outside of 

the classroom.
7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place? 
8. Beyond what has already been shared in your application, what do you believe makes you stand out as a strong candidate 

for admissions to the University of California?

PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Find tips and worksheets at
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply
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Aug. 1
Fall admission application available

Nov. 1-30
Submit application for the fall semester

July 1-31
Submit application for the spring semester

• One application to apply to all nine undergraduate campuses
• Application fee: $70 per campus ($80 for international)
• Fee waivers are available to students who qualify

Submit your application at 
admissions.ucmerced.edu/apply

APPLYING FOR 
ADMISSION

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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• Print a copy of your application

• Take required tests by December
of your senior year

• Research and apply for scholarships

• Apply for financial aid by March 2
(FAFSA or CA Dream Act Application)

• Order test score reports

• Update your application

• Await your admission decision

AFTER YOU APPLY

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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$18,500
is the average annual

gift aid offered to eligible 
UC Merced students

of UC Merced 
students received 

financial aid

90%

How to Apply for Financial Aid

• Apply for admission to UC Merced
by Nov. 30

• Submit FAFSA or CA Dream Act 
Application by March 2

• Submit Cal Grant GPA Verification Form
by March 2

• Complete and return any documents 
requested by the Office of Financial Aid 
and Scholarships by June 1

2018-19 
Academic Year

YOU CAN AFFORD 
UC MERCED!

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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DBLUE AND GOLD OPPORTUNITY PLAN

Expands access to the UC for lower-income students

MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP
Provides funding to help middle-class students attend the UC

UC Merced ranked #1 out of the top
250 public colleges that offer freshmen 
the most financial aid by the Student 
Loan Report in 2017

UC Merced ranked #17
in Washington Monthly’s
“Best Bang for the Buck:
Western Colleges”

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BLUE AND GOLD OPPORTUNITY PLAN:
�Financial aid program that fully covers your systemwide tuition and fees if:

- you are a California resident or have AB540 status, and your family makes less than $80,000 a year�- you qualify for financial aid.

universityofcalifornia.edu/blueandgold

MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP:

Applies to undergraduate students with family incomes up to $150,000 who don’t already qualify under the Blue and Gold program. 

https://financialaid.ucmerced.edu/scholarships

No separate application – automatically considered when you submit FAFSA or CA Dream Act application and Cal Grant GPA Verification Form
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Learn more at
financialaid.ucmerced.edu/cost-attendance

CA Resident On-Campus

ITEM COST

Tuition/Fees $13,538

Room & Board $17,046

Books & Supplies $1,016

Transportation $464

Personal Expenses $1,702

Health Insurance $2,242

TOTAL COST $36,008

2019-20 COST OF 
ATTENDANCE

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The campus medical health insurance charge will be waived for students who provide proof of insurance.
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DCA Resident At Home with 

Relatives

ITEM COST

Tuition/Fees $13,538

Room & Board $6,583

Books & Supplies $1,016

Transportation $1,512

Personal Expenses $1,707

Health Insurance $2,242

TOTAL COST $26,598

CA Resident
Off-Campus

ITEM COST

Tuition/Fees $13,538

Room & Board $8,595

Books & Supplies $1,016

Transportation $1,133

Personal Expenses $1,569

Health Insurance $2,242

TOTAL COST $28,093

CA Resident
On-Campus

ITEM COST

Tuition/Fees $13,538

Room & Board $17,046

Books & Supplies $1,016

Transportation $464

Personal Expenses $1,702

Health Insurance $2,242

TOTAL COST $36,008

2019-20 COST OF 
ATTENDANCE

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Learn more at
financialaid.ucmerced.edu/cost-attendance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The campus medical health insurance charge will be waived for students who provide proof of insurance.
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CA Resident On-Campus

ITEM COST

Tuition/Fees $13,538

Room & Board $17,046

Books & Supplies $1,016

Transportation $464

Personal Expenses $1,702

Health Insurance $2,242

TOTAL COST $36,008

CA Resident Off-Campus

ITEM COST

Tuition/Fees $13,538

Room & Board $8,595

Books & Supplies $1,016

Transportation $1,133

Personal Expenses $1,569

Health Insurance $2,242

TOTAL COST $28,093

2019-20 COST OF 
ATTENDANCE

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Learn more at
financialaid.ucmerced.edu/cost-attendance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The campus medical health insurance charge will be waived for students who provide proof of insurance. 
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On-Campus
California resident tuition and fees: $13,538
Room and board (on campus, average): $17,046
Books and supplies (estimate): $1,016
Transportation (estimate): $464
Personal expenses (estimate): $1,702
Health insurance: $2,242

Off-Campus
California resident tuition and fees: $13,538
Room and board (off-campus, average): $8,595
Books and supplies (estimate): $1,016
Transportation (estimate): $1,133
Personal expenses (estimate): $1,569
Health insurance: $2,242

2019-20 COST OF 
ATTENDANCE

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Learn more at
financialaid.ucmerced.edu/cost-attendance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The campus medical health insurance charge will be waived for students who provide proof of insurance.
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UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

UNIVERSITY HOUSING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
REQUIRED HOUSING:

Research has shown that students who live in university housing are more connected to campus and academically successful than their peers. Starting in fall 2019, new first year students will be required to live on campus for two years. 
The two-year living/learning residential program will provide you with opportunities to learn life skills and good habits for learning, develop your major career pathway and engage with your classmates and friends who will become your family. 

A SAFE COMMUNITY:
UC Merced strives to keep the campus community as safe 
as possible. Our full-service UC Merced Police Department 
is always on call. Emergency blue lights, which are direct 
lines to the police dispatcher, are located all around campus. 
In the event of a critical incident, messages are sent to 
students, staff members and faculty by text message or 
email immediately using UCM Alert.
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New first year students are required to 
live on campus for two years, unless they 
qualify for a residency exemption waiver.

A Safe Community

Learn more at
housing.ucmerced.edu

• On-call police
• Emergency blue lights
• UCM Alert

HOUSING REQUIREMENT

LIVING ON CAMPUS
UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
REQUIRED HOUSING:

Research has shown that students who live in university housing are more connected to campus and academically successful than their peers. Starting in fall 2019, new first year students will be required to live on campus for two years. 
The two-year living/learning residential program will provide you with opportunities to learn life skills and good habits for learning, develop your major career pathway and engage with your classmates and friends who will become your family. 

A SAFE COMMUNITY:
UC Merced strives to keep the campus community as safe 
as possible. Our full-service UC Merced Police Department 
is always on call. Emergency blue lights, which are direct 
lines to the police dispatcher, are located all around campus. 
In the event of a critical incident, messages are sent to 
students, staff members and faculty by text message or 
email immediately using UCM Alert.
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UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All new first year students are required to live on campus for two years. Does not apply to transfer students.

Residence halls offer computer labs with printers, study lounges, 
a laundry facility with an Internet notification system, a gaming 
center, a dance and music room, kitchens, outdoor barbecues and 
more. University housing is available to continuing students on a 
first-come, first-served basis.



N
EX

T 
ST

EP
S

• Free student-led campus tours available
by reservation

• Any weekday and most Saturdays during
the year; check website for schedules

• Tours are an hour long and won’t have
more than 20 guests

Schedule online and get info: 
admissions.ucmerced.edu/visit-us

Call to arrange a tour:
209-228-6316

Take a virtual tour:
admissions.ucmerced.edu/visit-us/virtual-tour

VISIT AND TOUR 
CAMPUS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

NEXT STEPS
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U.S. News & World Report Best 
Colleges ranks UC Merced among 
the nation’s TOP 100 PUBLIC 
RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES 

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions

UC Merced has been 
recognized  as one of the
BEST 385 COLLEGES
By The Princeton Review
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Your Name Here
Office of Admissions
Regional email address here
209-XXX-XXXX

@UCMercedAdmissions

Follow Us

University of California, Merced
Office of Admissions and Outreach
5200 N. Lake Road
Merced, CA 95343

@Go2UCMerced

@LifeAtUCMerced

@UCMerced

CONTACT ADMISSIONS

UC Merced  |  Office of Admissions
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