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For AP U.S. History (APUSH) you will have approximately a chapter a week for homework starting the second week of school. There will be a weekly quiz for each chapter to make sure you are covering the material.  We do not have time to cover everything required in class and this is a college level course, outside reading is required.  Pace yourself accordingly.  Try to read a few pages a night and take twelve to fifteen notes. Review the notes by highlighting key vocabulary from the night before and working on your themes. This will help to keep you on pace.  The chapters will not always align to the skills we are learning in class but they come pretty close and are usually in the same Historical period that we are studying. Remind or email me with any questions, smcmahon@tusd.net.

1. For EACH Chapter you must do a close, thorough reading and complete the following (85 points per Chapter):
A. As you read your textbook, take notes on what you are reading. 
B. Each note must be in your own works and brief pulling out the main idea of the reading. 40 notes per chapter, one succinct line per note.  (see example)
C. This is done until the end of an assigned section or chapter-so be sure your notes are evenly distributed throughout each chapter.
D. While taking notes HIGHLIGHT at least 15 terms from the reading. A Term is defined as “a significant Idea, Person, Place, Event or Thing.
E. Read the LONG ESSAY QUESTION at the end of each chapter and write a Thesis statement (claim) that answers the question. This should be 3 to 4 sentences long and must include the “big picture” of what you have read. The thesis must address one of the 3 Historical thinking skills:
i. Compare/Contrast
ii. Cause/effect
iii. Change and/or Continuity of some element of history over time
F. Expand upon two APUSH THEMES that appear in the chapter(s) assigned this week.  You have lot of options for this! You can go graphic organizers, charts, or quick write paragraphs answering the questions for that theme found at the end of the chapter. Get Creative!  These will help when you study for tests and the AP Exam in May.
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